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SELECTION POLICY 

2026 WORLD BOXING 

U19 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Introduction 
This Policy sets out the process by which the England Boxing Performance Pathway (EBPP) will select 

athletes to represent England at the 2026 U19 World Championships. 

Selection for an England Boxing team will be determined by the Selection Panel, subject first to the Chief 

Executive of England Boxing and the England Boxing Head of Performance agreeing on the number of 

places available in the team, based in particular on the importance of the event and the resources available 

to England Boxing. 

Athletes selected for those places will be drawn from the EBPP. Boxers on the EBPP do not have any right 

or entitlement to be selected for this event. 

Selection Policy Aim 
England Boxing aims to select athletes who will perform with distinction, positively represent England Boxing 

and most importantly, have the significant potential to win a medal at this event. 

Athlete Eligibility 
All candidates for selection must: 

1. be members of England Boxing; 

2. be members of a boxing club registered with England Boxing; 

3. be registered on the EB Locker for the current season and have an in-date medical (digital BCR1); 

4. be eligible to represent England under World Boxing eligibility regulations and hold an in-date UK 

passport; 

5. have been selected as a pathway boxer on the Youth (U19) Performance Programme for 2026; 

6. be born in either 2009 or 2008; and 

7. fully meet any requirements imposed by England Boxing, the host nation, the event or any other 

organising or relevant body. 

The Selection Process 
The event will be contested using the relevant World Boxing international weight categories detailed below. 

England Boxing is under no obligation to select a boxer in every weight category or to select a full team. 

U19 Men: 50kg; 55kg; 60kg; 65kg; 70kg; 75kg; 80kg; 85kg; 90kg; 90+kg 

U19 Women: 48kg; 51kg; 54kg; 57kg; 60kg; 65kg; 70kg; 75kg; 80kg; 80+kg 
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Due to the timing of the U19 World Championships and the entry deadlines for the event, a dedicated 

assessment/selection camp will not be held. Selection will therefore be based on the available performance 

evidence from the 2026 season and the expert assessment of the three nominated England Boxing 

coaches. 

For this event, England Boxing will use a Performance Matrix to provide the Selection Panel with information 

with the relevant evidence available for each eligible boxer. This approach is specific to selection for the 

2026 U19 World Championships and does not represent a change to the wider England Boxing 

Performance Pathway assessment process. 

The Performance Matrix will record, where available, each boxer's relevant 2026 competitive performances. 

It may also include relevant coaching observations from England Boxing Performance Programme activity, 

including technical and tactical performance, current form, physical readiness, weight-management 

information and medical/injury status. 

The Performance Matrix is an evidence-collation tool and not a points-based selection system. It is intended 

to help support decisions but no score, result, medal or individual entry within the Performance Matrix 

automatically determines selection. 

A reserve boxer may be selected at any weight category where the Selection Panel considers that boxer to 

meet the required standard. 

The Selection Panel 
The Selection Panel will be made up of: 

• The England Boxing Head of Performance or Performance Pathway Manager. This person will chair the 

Selection Panel and will not have a vote on selection decisions. Their primary role is to chair the meeting 

and ensure that the selection process is carried out fairly and in accordance with this Policy. 

• A senior member of England Boxing, for example the Chief Executive Officer or a Board Member. They 

will not have a vote on selection decisions. Their role is to provide independent oversight and help 

ensure that the selection process is carried out fairly and in accordance with this Policy. 

• Three nominated England Boxing coaches. Each nominated coach will have one vote. 

The Selection Panel will be quorate where the England Boxing Head of Performance or Performance 

Pathway Manager, all three voting coaches and a senior member of England Boxing are present. 

The Chair of the Selection Panel may invite other individuals to attend meetings on a non-voting basis for 

the purpose of providing relevant information to the Selection Panel. 

Meetings may take place in person or remotely by telephone or Teams. 

Selection Criteria 
The Selection Panel will assess the available evidence for each boxer against the following criteria. 

Competitive Performance and Current Form 

Results and the quality of performance demonstrated during 2026, particularly when representing England in 

relevant international competition. The Selection Panel may consider the level of competition, quality of 

opposition, stage of competition reached, competitiveness of performances and the subsequent 

performance of opponents. 

Greater weight may be given to the most recent and relevant international evidence, particularly 

performances at the 2026 U19 European Championships, given their proximity and relevance to the U19 

World Championships. 
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Winning or medalling at any particular competition does not guarantee selection. Equally, failure to medal at 

a particular competition does not automatically prevent selection. 

Technical and Tactical Ability 

Evidence and expert coaching judgement as to whether the boxer demonstrates the technical and tactical 

qualities required to compete successfully at U19 World Championship level. 

The Selection Panel may consider strengths and development areas demonstrated during competition, 

England Boxing training, camps and sparring, together with whether identified performance gaps can 

reasonably be addressed within the available preparation period. 

Physical and Medical Readiness 

Expert judgement that the boxer is physically capable of completing the required preparation programme 

and competing effectively at the U19 World Championships. 

Where relevant, the Selection Panel may consider current injury or medical status and the anticipated 

impact upon preparation and competition. 

Weight Management 

Available evidence concerning the boxer's ability to safely and appropriately compete at the proposed World 

Championship weight and complete the required preparation programme. 

Weight information is a monitoring and readiness consideration and does not, unless expressly stated 

elsewhere within this Policy, constitute an automatic selection or exclusion threshold. 

England Boxing Values, Behaviours and Programme Engagement 

The boxer's commitment to the England Boxing Performance Pathway and demonstration of the behaviours 

and standards expected when training and competing for England Boxing. 

Where a boxer has been unable to attend relevant activity, the Selection Panel will consider the evidence 

available to it. Non-attendance will not in itself determine selection, but the Selection Panel must have 

sufficient current evidence upon which to assess the boxer against this Policy. 

World Championship Medal Potential 

Taking the evidence as a whole, whether the boxer has demonstrated the significant potential to win a 

medal at the 2026 U19 World Championships. 

This is the overriding performance objective of selection. 

The Selection Panel's Approach to Selection Decisions 
Selection requires the exercise of expert performance judgement. 

The Selection Panel will consider the totality of the available evidence against the criteria contained within 

this Policy and will make decisions fairly, reasonably, rationally and without bias. No individual criterion, 

competition result, medal or other piece of evidence creates an entitlement to selection. 

The Selection Panel may place different weight on evidence according to its recency, relevance, quality and 

level of competition. In particular, recent international performance may carry greater weight than earlier 

domestic performance where the Selection Panel considers that it provides stronger evidence of readiness 

for the U19 World Championships. 

The Selection Panel will apply the same selection criteria to all boxers under consideration. However, 

applying the same criteria does not require identical selection outcomes where the available performance 

evidence differs. 
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Where boxers have achieved similar competition outcomes but different selection decisions are reached, the 

Selection Panel will consider and record the relevant performance evidence that distinguishes those 

decisions. 

In doing so, the Selection Panel will have regard to the selection criteria set out above, including the quality 

and competitiveness of performance, the wider body of available evidence and whether any identified 

performance gaps can reasonably be addressed before the U19 World Championships. 

Where more than one eligible boxer is considered at the same weight, each boxer will first be assessed 

against the required selection standard. The Selection Panel will then compare the relevant evidence, where 

necessary, to determine which boxer, if any, should be selected. 

A boxer who has not competed at one or more of the identified competitions will not automatically be 

excluded from consideration. Where appropriate, the Selection Panel may consider other relevant evidence 

available to it, including where absence resulted from injury, illness or other circumstances accepted by 

England Boxing. 

However, previous performance alone does not create an entitlement to selection. The Selection Panel must 

be satisfied that sufficient evidence exists to assess the boxer against the criteria within this Policy and 

determine that they meet the required standard. 

For the avoidance of doubt, there will be no dedicated selection camp for this event and boxers have no 

entitlement to a further assessment, spar or box-off before the Selection Panel reaches its decision. 

The Selection Panel will maintain an appropriate written record of its decisions, including the principal 

evidence considered and the reasons for selection or non-selection. 

Selection Decisions and Notification 
England Boxing will communicate the outcome of the Selection Panel's deliberations to boxers aspiring to 

selection within two working days of the selection meeting taking place. 

Any appeal against a selection decision must be made in accordance with the Appeal Process set out 

below. 

De-selection 
Boxers may be removed from the event by the Selection Panel if they are no longer eligible for selection or 

for any of the following reasons. 

Fitness, Illness or Injury 

Where fitness, illness or injury issues are identified at or after selection, an appropriate assessment may be 

used to determine whether the boxer remains capable of completing the required preparation and 

performing to the level required at the U19 World Championships. 

The Selection Panel will determine the appropriate assessment following discussion with England Boxing 

management and, where appropriate, relevant medical or performance staff. 

The assessment will be specific to boxing and the athlete's individual circumstances. 

Training and Preparation 

Athletes may be de-selected if they fail to adhere to required training, preparation or weight-management 

requirements. 
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This includes circumstances where an athlete fails to attend required preparation activity without valid 

justification. Any such justification should, wherever reasonably possible, be provided to the Lead Coach in 

advance of the relevant activity. 

Athletes may also be de-selected where their circumstances or performance have materially changed 

following selection such that they no longer satisfy the criteria upon which they were selected. 

Anti-Doping 

Athletes suspended as a result of ongoing or concluded anti-doping proceedings will not be considered for 

selection and, if previously selected, may be de-selected in accordance with applicable anti-doping rules and 

England Boxing requirements. 

England Boxing Policies and Conduct 

Athletes in breach of England Boxing policies, codes of conduct or athlete agreements may be de-selected. 

Without prejudice to the generality of this provision, athletes may be de-selected on grounds of inappropriate 

behaviour or misconduct, including conduct contrary to the interests of the sport or England Boxing, conduct 

liable to bring boxing or England Boxing into disrepute, or conduct unbecoming of an athlete representing 

England Boxing. 

Appeal Process 
Eligible boxers may appeal a decision not to select them for the event only in accordance with this 

procedure. The appeal is a review of the lawfulness and reasonableness of the selection decision. It is not a 

re-selection exercise and does not provide an opportunity simply to disagree with the expert sporting 

judgement of the Selection Panel. 

A boxer wishing to appeal must personally, or through their parent or legal guardian where applicable, notify 

the Chief Executive of England Boxing (Jerome.pels@englandboxing.org) in writing as soon as possible and 

no later than 4pm on the third working day after notification of non-selection. A coach, club official or other 

third party may assist the boxer but may not lodge an appeal in their own capacity. 

By 4pm on the next working day, the boxer or parent/legal guardian must provide written Grounds of Appeal 

and all evidence relied upon. The Grounds must identify clearly the alleged error and the remedy sought. 

The only grounds are that: (a) this Selection Policy was not followed in a material respect; (b) the decision 

was unreasonable or irrational; and/or (c) the decision was affected by actual bias. An appeal cannot 

succeed solely because the boxer, their coach or another person disagrees with the Panel's assessment of 

performance or would have reached a different sporting judgment. 

Where the appeal may affect the selection of another boxer (an “Affected Boxer”), England Boxing may 

provide the Grounds of Appeal and relevant material to that boxer or, where appropriate, their parent/legal 

guardian, subject to appropriate confidentiality and safeguarding considerations. 

The appeal will be referred as soon as possible to Sport Resolutions (UK) for determination by binding, 

confidential arbitration. The appellant must pay England Boxing a deposit of £500 at the same time as the 

Grounds of Appeal are submitted. The appeal will not be treated as complete until both the Grounds of 

Appeal and deposit have been received by the applicable deadline. The deposit will be reimbursed if the 

appeal is upheld, unless the arbitrator directs otherwise. 

England Boxing will, as soon as possible and no later than 4pm three working days after receipt of valid 

Grounds of Appeal and the deposit, serve its written response and the evidence on which it relies on the 

appellant and any notified Affected Boxer. England Boxing is not required to disclose confidential personal, 

performance, medical or weight information relating to athletes who are not relevant to the selection decision 

under appeal, save where directed by the arbitrator. 
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Any notified Affected Boxer may, as soon as possible and no later than 4pm three working days after receipt 

of the Grounds of Appeal, provide a written response to England Boxing. England Boxing will provide any 

such response to the appellant as soon as reasonably practicable. Any further evidence, disclosure or 

submissions will be provided only in accordance with directions made by the arbitrator. 

The appeal will proceed on the earliest possible date before a single legally qualified arbitrator appointed by 

Sport Resolutions (UK), either at an oral hearing or, where the parties agree or the arbitrator directs, on the 

papers. The arbitrator may issue directions concerning evidence, disclosure, submissions and procedure as 

considered fair and appropriate, having regard to the need for an expedited determination. 

The arbitrator will endeavour to determine the appeal as soon as possible and may issue a short decision 

initially with fuller reasons to follow. Sport Resolutions (UK) will notify the parties of the decision. 

The arbitrator may dismiss the appeal or uphold it and remit the selection decision to the Selection Panel 

with such guidance as the arbitrator considers appropriate. The arbitrator has no jurisdiction to select or de-

select a boxer. 

The arbitrator's decision will be final and there will be no further right of appeal under this Policy. 

Unless otherwise agreed or directed, the appeal and all material disclosed within it must be treated as 

confidential. Participants must not share confidential information relating to other athletes outside the appeal 

process. 

Each participant will bear their own costs of the appeal process. 


