AGM 2019
Inspiring and transforming lives through boxing

Vision

Inspiring and Transforming lives
through boxing

Mission

Protect, Promote and Support
amateur boxing in England at
all levels

Values

Commitment, Honesty,
Respect, Inclusive

The Chairman’s Report
Annual Report 2017 - 2018
Welcome to the 2019 AGM
Dear Members
Thank you for your continued support to the
National Governing Body. In this update I will give
you the current state of the nation in Amateur
Boxing in England and also try to sum up our
achievements to date and goals going forward.

Annual Report 2017 - 2018

First of all and most importantly grass root amateur
Welcome to
the 2019 AGM
boxing is extremely healthy. We can only judge this

on numbers of clubs, numbers of carded boxers and
numbers of recreational boxers. There are 921
clubs active in England with 13,964 carded boxers,
3,972 officials/volunteers and our
analysis of recreational boxers shows that
approximately 100,000 are currently active in our
clubs on a weekly basis in England.
This is great news because only with a strong grass
roots base can we provide excellent opportunities

for boxers of every level to be matched in the largest network of amateur clubs, safely
regulated and supported by a volunteer networks of coaches and club volunteers. Secondly
recreational boxing is key to introducing the sport to a huge and wide cohort of people who
may have misconceptions about boxing. Many of these people, particularly if they are in
existing amateur clubs see the skill and dedication and the complex nature of the sport and
look at it with new eyes and then transition on to be active, carded boxers.
Finally, we are a proud boxing nation and only with a strong grass root base can our elite
boxers achieve their success on the world stage.
Given our grass root base is so strong it would not be surprising that our national squad did
well but they have far exceeded simply doing well. In the last 12 months their performance
has been outstanding.
The England team has achieved the following success against some of the toughest
opposition in the world. We punch above our weight and as a nation not only hold our own
but beat some of the great boxing nations, we can be very proud of our achievements.

2016
2017
2018

23 Medals
26 Medals
38 Medals

I am sure we will see some of the exceptional talent on display at this our National Junior
Championships, which people have worked so hard to qualify for.
Additionally, I should point out the number of people who have represented their country
and worn an England vest in 2018 was 147 and there are three hundred boxers on the
talent pathway programme, so the chances of boxers representing their country is high
and achievable. I would like to congratulate and thank all our boxers, our national
coaches, the club coaches who got our boxers to national level, all the support staff who
make our team so successful, well done and thank you all.
Sadly our international governing body, AIBA, is in a more precarious place. Concerns
have been raised by the International Olympic Committee about the efficacy of
governance and AIBA’s role in the forthcoming Olympics is at this stage, or until it can
satisfy the concerns of the IOC, precarious. I should point out that Amateur Boxing will
take place in Tokyo, but AIBA’s role in the organisation of that competition is not yet clear.
As a National Governing Body, we continue to promote boxing at every level we can, and
we also continue to tell everyone we can in positions of influence the social benefits that
boxing, beyond any other sport, can bring. Amateur boxing helps combat crime, gives a
support network to those who have none, reach hard to reach individuals in a way other
sports can’t and changes lives for the better. We are working with government with the
police and the armed forces and many other organisations to promote our sport as a
social good and we welcome any evidence of this which you may have which will help us
build our narrative and help promote our sport.
We continue to modernise where relevant and necessary. As you know we have given
every club with a single carded boxer a vote. In the future we will develop feedback
software on the Vault which will allow us to poll the membership about changes to rules
and other matters to ensure your voice is heard.
I hope you see that we have proudly reclaimed the term amateur. For reasons unknown
“amateur” was dropped by the international governing body, but our sport is indeed
amateur and the word amateur appears in almost every club name, and it is only right that
we proudly use it in correctly calling our sport amateur boxing.
I would like to thank all our officials for the amazing job that they do in facilitating our sport
across the county, day and night, at every level. No competition could take place without
your service and too often you are not thanked enough or given the respect that you are
due in your volunteer capacity. Thank you.
Finally to all volunteers, in Clubs, in Regions, and in Sheffield for all your work; I would
also like to thank the board of England Boxing for their continued support to our sport.

Capsar
Hobbs
Caspar Hobbs
Chairman
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PROGRESS MADE BUT STILL MORE TO BE DONE
As we look back at the period of this annual report,
and since the last AGM in November 2017, it’s
pleasing to note the progress made, whilst
acknowledging there is still plenty to be done in the
never-ending process of evolution and continuous
improvement in the delivery of amateur boxing in
England by the boxers, coaches officials, volunteers,
regions and staff who collectively make up England
Boxing.
In the last report, we discussed how we have recently
produced a strategic plan, passed the governance
code regulations and had our core funding review
agreed with Sport England until 2021. As we look
back, it seems a good benchmark to measure our
progress as a collective, from our grass root clubs
through to our national teams and move from saying
this is what we are going to do to this is what we are
doing.
Firstly, I would like to start with the clubs and our members, and the key strategic aim of
creating Stronger Clubs. As highlighted in the Chairman’s report, thanks to a lot of hard work
by the members of England Boxing, our membership has increased at the time of writing to
921 clubs, compared to 825 at the date of the last AGM. This results in a membership of
18,536 and an estimated 100,000 come through the doors of our clubs each week to
participate in some form of boxing.
With funding support from Sport England, we now have nine Club Support Officers in place.
They, in conjunction with the member clubs between October 2017 and September 2018,
helped with 180 grants which leveraged circa £5.48m in grants to clubs. This work continues
and, with the likes of Maverick Starts Trust which is investing a further £67,500, we are also
seeking other funding opportunities to benefit the clubs and their initiatives within the local
communities. As part of our continued focus on the members, and to improve delivery, we
now have a specific membership services department and have increased the number of staff
in this area in order to greater serve the clubs, boxers, officials and volunteers.
In terms of another key area of work – Safeguarding – we should all be collectively proud of
the work the membership has done to ensure that all coaches registered with England Boxing
have completed a safeguarding course. We also meet the highest levels of the NSPCC
measures for ensuring we provide a safe environment for our junior members. That’s not to
say we should be complacent, and we need to ensure that the rules, regulations and best
practice in this regard are maintained so that our junior members stay as safe as possible.

Our second strategic aim is to ensure we remain at the forefront of being an Inclusive
Sport. Last December we launched the England Boxing Women’s Winter Box Cup as a
way of creating more opportunities for female boxers to compete. We have also recently
held our first female-only level one coaching course, which aims to help encourage more
women to become active and take up the sport. Also instigated have been campaigns
around mental health and working with clubs to address various issues that they encounter
daily in their local communities, thereby helping give back to the communities they
represent.
Our third strategic aim is to have a Strong National Governing Body. As highlighted in
the opening paragraph, we have a strategy and a governance code to adhere to and have
opened up the decision-making process via the AGM to cover clubs who now have only
one carded member. It’s also satisfying to be able to recognise the value of the AGMs that
are held, and the chance for clubs to ask questions and give feedback on issues that affect
them. This was exemplified at the last AGM when a club raised the issue of a facial hair
ban and the implications of it as an inadvertent barrier to entry into the sport. As a result of
this, we have seen the ban removed nationally and we continue to push for this to be
changed at international level.
Slowly but surely, there is also greater clarity in the Rules and Regulations for the
organisation. We have a centralised rulebook for the first time in a number of years and are
bringing forth greater clarity on the membership rules, so we know what is and isn’t
permitted. We have instigated membership surveys and developed the use of various
insight techniques in order to provide the guidance for what we need to do in continuing to
improve our collective delivery of the sport. We have also created One Night Only Boxing,
which allows entry level boxers to try competitive bouts in a safe, regulated and accountable
environment, as opposed to the alternatives.
In terms of Unlocking Potential, it’s acknowledged that for a lot of the boxers, this is the
main time they will come into contact with England Boxing as the central organising body.
A lot of work has gone into the delivery of our five national championships, together with
the instilling of pride in us all helping to produce the national boxing champions of England
and who are following in the footsteps of some of Britain’s greats. It was terrific, for instance,
to see Youth Olympic, World and European Champions want to come and compete for the
national title at the recent England Boxing National Youth Championships and, equally,
emerging boxers wanting to take them on. We have also retitled the elite championships as
the National Amateur Championships, and arranged a standalone Finals Day, to truly reflect
the history and prestige of an event first established in 1881.
Having championships that the boxers and clubs are proud to be part of, whether at regional
level or at the national finals themselves, also helps us when we compete at international
level. It’s been great to see that, in 2018, 147 boxers flew the flag for England, with a record
38 medals won at major events, including three golds and one bronze at the Youth Olympic
Games in Buenos Aires. Of the tally won, it was gratifying to note that 50% of these were
won by female boxers. England also won six gold, one silver and two bronze from a team
of 12 at the Commonwealth Games in the Gold Coast.
We have also reintroduced the England Boxing Title Belts, which, from the feedback we
have received, has proved popular with the membership, and goes part of the way of
creating more opportunity for boxers to compete at regional, area and national level.

The areas of Driving Profile and Income are also being addressed. We have started
streaming our National Finals, which are popular, alongside our social media, which is
something the boxers certainly appreciate. I am also glad to report the website will be
getting a much-needed overhaul in June. With improvements and increased acceptance of
the Vault and the plusses it provides, this has resulted in better communication with our
members. We have also instigated the work to establish a Charity foundation to help open
up further grant funding opportunities to clubs and members.
Our final strategic pillar is Investing in the Boxing Community. The thirst for continuous
improvement by the membership is impressive, and with the level one coaching course now
firmly established, it’s good to see the level one refresher course being introduced, so that
coaches stay up-to-date. A linked, restructured level two coaching course is also now being
rolled out. Further down the line, the aim is to have a level three coaching course rolled out
in the Autumn, meaning that there will then be a co-ordinated coach education programme
from level one through to level three that is applied consistently across the country. Work
has also started on ensuring that officiating courses are up-to-date and consistently applied,
whether being taken in Taunton or Newcastle.
So, as we look back at the amount of activity that’s been undertaken since the last AGM, a
lot of work has been done ensuring that the offering as a national membership organisation
remains relevant, compliant, accountable and, most importantly, safe for our boxers to
participate in. This, however, pales into insignificance compared to the effort of the boxers,
coaches, officials and volunteers, who, week in, week out, not only take part in the sport,
but provide significant additional work and contributions in their local communities
throughout the country. It’s impressive, and the sport should quite rightly be proud of it and
shout about it. We look forward to supporting this work in association with the membership.
Lastly, can I take this opportunity to express my thanks for all the support and work that
goes on day in, day out, with much of it unseen, in order to make the sport better each day
and moves us forward. As we approach our 140th anniversary next year as a governing
body, a lot has been done, but there’s a lot more to do to continue to develop and grow
England Boxing and our sport in this country.
Gethin Jenkins
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